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WORK BEGINS ON WAIPARA  
WINE VILLAGE & DAY SPA
Work has began on this $100 million project.  As 
you can appreciate, it has taken a huge amount of 
planning and initial investment to get to the point 
where the construction team can move on-site. 

Hawkins Construction has begun its set-up and 
enabling works. 

The first activity is earthworks, which is being 
undertaken by Isaacs. It is great to see the 
machinery on-site and earth being moved.

The development will take approximately 21  
months so we plan to be fully operational by  
1 December 2009.

It’s bigger than first planned
A luxury hotel, day spa, and Greg Turner designed golf course are the key features 
of the Waipara Wine Village and Day Spa project. It will be part of the internationally 
recognised Accor Group’s prestigious Grand Mercure Collection when it opens late 
next year.

The luxury hotel will comprise 132 rooms, made up of a combination of hotel suites 
and two and three bedroom villas. Full conference facilities, a wine bar and restaurant, 
international alehouse, wine-tasting facilities, and a luxury day spa will establish the 
Grand Mercure complex as one of New Zealand’s leading holiday resorts.

Clippings waipara
wine village & day spa
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The Two Winners of 
The Vintage Weekend 
Getaway are...

Antionette Bethune  
& Philippa Weeds
These two ladies and their partners 
were our two lucky winners of a 
weekend away at The Vintage Grand 
Mecure in the Hunter Valley.

The prize consists of a weekend 
for two sampling the delights and 
decadence of Grand Mercure,  
The Vintage in the sun soaked Hunter 
Valley region.

The weekend includes flights to 
Sydney, a rental car from Sydney to the 
Hunter Valley, 2 nights accommodation, 
a dinner for two and a round of golf.

 

Time for a catch-up
Latitude Group 
is again proud 
sponsor of the 
Waipara Valley 
Wine and Food 
Celebration 
being held 
on Sunday 
16th March 
at Glenmark 
Church, 
Glenmark Rd, 
Waipara.

We will be there and we look forward to 
catching up with you so please come 
by and say hello and view the updated 
model with the new hotel configuration 
and Greg Turner designed golf-course.
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April - November: 
Latitude Group engages the services of local architects Weirwalker 
Architecture and a full redesign of the project commences.  
The Waipara Wine Village and Day Spa is created with new 
configurations for Hotel Suites, Villas, a Main Building and Day 
Spa.  This process identifies the need to acquire additional land 
and a vineyard to more effectively configure the resort.

March - May: 
Latitude Group signs a 20 year management agreement (with two 
additional 10 year rights of renewal to total 40 years) with Accor 
International Hotel Group for the Waipara Wine Village and Day 
Spa to be managed by Accor as a Grand Mercure Hotel. 
Latitude Group releases investment options to the local 
Canterbury market before a national and international release as 
part of the initial promise to give the local community the chance 
to be involved.
The 10 acre and 30 acre land sites for the Waipara Wine Village 
and Day Spa are settled by Latitude Group.
Latitude Group announces that a Greg Turner designed golf 
course will now also be added to the project.  The golf course will 
start and finish around the Waipara Wine Village and Day Spa 
with the balance of the holes sited on the adjoining 200 acres.

October: 
The resort is reconfigured in consultation with the Accor 
International Hotel Group to maximize the hotel occupancy 
rates. The resort will now house 80 hotel suites and 24 dual key 
villas, providing a total of 132 rooms for the Hotel operation.

March: 
Construction begins on site with Hawkins Construction 
commencing enabling works and Issacs commencing initial 
earthworks.  The full development will take 21 months to 
complete with a targeted opening date of 1 December 2009. 

January – February:
The design team finalise all designs and drawings for 
consent and construction.  Latitude Group and Hawkins 
Construction enter into an agreement for works to 
commence.
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March: 
Latitude Group acquires the existing Waipara Wine Village project 
and the rights to the 10 acres of land for the project.  A full review 
is commenced and negotiations with the Accor International 
Hotel Group to become the operator begin.

December: 
Latitude Group enters into agreements to purchase the initial 10 
acre site, a further 30 acres with House and Vineyard, and an 
adjoining 200 acres of land for future development. 

February: 
Latitude Group meets with the Waipara Valley Winegrowers, 
Hurunui District Council and other key stakeholders in the 
Waipara region to announce that the Waipara Wine Village and 
Day Spa will be proceeding and that negotiations with an 
international Hotel operator are nearing completion.

June - September: 
Design works begin on the Greg Turner designed golf course.  
The interior designer for the Accor International Hotel Group, 
David Forbes, begins work on hotel suite and villa fit-outs.
Clement Drilling arrives on-site to commenced drilling a water 
bore that will service all of the requirements of the Waipara Wine 
Village and Day Spa as well as improving the existing Waipara 
township supply. Over a number of months water is discovered 
and flow tests completed, with the eventual source being located 
216 metres below ground.

December:
Almost 50% of the Waipara Wine Village and Day Spa Hotel 
suites and villas are now sold with the majority of sales to locals 
and the wider New Zealand public.
Building consents for each of the elements of the resort are either 
issued or being processed.
The agreement for the purchase of the adjoining 200 acres 
becomes unconditional.

 

Now that construction has commenced on the 
Waipara Wine Village and Day Spa site it is timely 
to go back and take a look at what it has taken 
to get to this exciting milestone.

Project Timeline


